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Dear Commissioner Malmström, 

 

At the European Council summit held on 16 June 2003 in Thessaloniki, Greece, the 

European Union made a political commitment to liberalise the short-term visa regime 

for the Western Balkans. Following the decisions adopted by the co-legislators in 

2009 and 2010, five Western Balkan countries entered the visa-free regime, which left 

Kosovo isolated.  

 

Following the adoption of the resolution of the European Parliament on the Future of 

EU visa policy on 27th February 2014, recalling not only the importance of visa-free 

travel for third countries and in particular their civil societies, but also for the EU’s 

own interests, the exemptions from the visa requirement is one of the most concrete 

elements of the EU relations with third countries. 

 

Reaffirming its commitments, the Council repeatedly recalled and underlined in 2009, 

2010 and 2011 that Kosovo should also benefit from the perspective of eventual visa 

liberalisation once all conditions are met and invited the Commission to move 

forward with a structured approach in bringing the people of Kosovo closer to the 

EU.  

 

The European Commission launched on 19 January 2012 the Visa Dialogue with 

Kosovo and proposed on 14 June 2012 a Roadmap for the Visa liberalisation for 

Kosovo. Based on the experts mission report on the ground, the Commission 

presented in January 2013 the first report on Kosovo's progress in adopting and 

implementing the appropriate reforms, concluding that Kosovo had already enforced 

a considerable set of reforms though further efforts were required.  

 

Awaiting the second progress report, which will be based on the second visit of the 

experts - scheduled to take place in mid-March 2014 - the co-rapporteurs would like 

to appeal to the authorities in Pristina to fully cooperate with the Commission, the EU 

delegation on the Ground and relevant agencies and to commit to advancement 

needed to be achieved. 



 

 

Furthermore the co-rapporteurs considering, that since the beginning of this process 

Kosovo has been even quicker in catching up with its duties than any other Balkan 

country before, call on the Commission to intensify its efforts and to strengthen the 

dialogue with Kosovar authorities in further implementation of the reforms, meeting 

the benchmarks and also providing the authorities with the assistance, identifying and 

recognising the progress made.  

 

Visa liberalisation in itself embodies freedom of movement, which is one of the 

fundamental principles of the European integration and a necessary condition for 

peace and a steady development. In addition it facilitates people-to-people, cross-

border cooperation and also economic, cultural and scientific ties. 

 

After the Belgrade-Pristina agreement reached between both countries last year 

under the auspice of Vice president of the Commission/High representative for 

Foreign and Security Policy Catherine Ashton, Serbia was granted the Candidacy 

status and started accession negotiations in January this year, again leaving Kosovo 

disregarded. 

  

Having in mind the people, accepting our full responsibilities as politicians, the visa 

liberalisation is one of the most tangible things people understand and feel first-hand. 

It mostly benefits those usually neglected, the young and vulnerable, those less 

fortunate and underprivileged. The opportunities that come with it are invaluable and 

the people of Kosovo deserve it.  

 

Remaining faithfully yours and hopeful that the Commission will in the nearest future 

propose to abolish visa requirement also for Kosovo, 

 

 

Done in Brussels, 3rd March 2014  

 

 

 

Tanja Fajon, MEP    Ulrike Lunacek, MEP 

 

 

 

 

 

 


